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When love wins, everyone wins!

Are you a loving person? Would others consider you a
loving person? Are you a more loving person today
than you were 12 months ago? In other words, are you
growing in your capacity to love? Are you growing in

your capacity to love God, to love yourself, to love

those nearest to you and to love your neighbor?

A lawyer asked Jesus out of the hundreds of laws and
commandments which one is most important. Jesus
responded, ATo | ove. 0 Love
your heart, mind, soul and strength. Love your

neighbor and love yourself. (Matthew 22.37). There is

not hing more i mportant than
We intuitively know that what ultimately matters in life

is not how much we know how much we have, how

much we have achieved but how well and how much

we have loved. | remember spending time with my
father who had Al zhei mer @8
There were times he had no idea who | was but what he
knew was kindness and | o e
titles | hold or the degr ele
changed in his eyes if | would simply sit with him and

place my arm around his shoulders. | am not sure what,

if anything, he remembered but what mattered the most
was love. And, there were times sitting together |
palpably felt the presence of a love much larger than
ourselves holding us both and that was what made the
pain bearable.

The late Kurt Vonnegut wrote a story about a young
man from Pittsburgh who
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Warsbip e .
- Sunday
9:00 am Contemporary Worship
10:45 am Traditional Worship £\

- Wednesday
6:00 pm Contemplative Worship
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Child care provided at all worship times
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Next Faith Notes Deadline
* AUGUST 16 at Noon

Next Publication Date
 AUGUST 25, 2010
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Red Cross Blood Drive

Monday, August 16, 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. in the FPC Youth
€enter,

NEW MEMBER
LUNCHEON

The next new member luncheon will be Sunday,
September 19, from 12 noon to 2:30 p.m. This is an
opportunity to meet our program staff and members of
our Session (the governing board) to learn more about
First Presbyterian Church and how you may better
connect with our church family. All are invited to

attend. So that we are prepared with adequate materials
and enough refreshment, please let us know if you plan

to attend. For additional information, contact Deb
Klotz at 541385-3109 ordklotz@bendtel.nebr the
church office at 54B82-4401. Child care is available
upon request.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO
HELP OTHERS CONNECT

The Congregational Ministries team is looking for
people who would like to help our newer members
connect with the First Presbyterian Church family.
This is a great fellowship opportunity to reach out and
help others discover their passion and how they may
serve our church and our community. Please contact
Deb Klotz (541385-3109 ordklotz@bendtel.ngtfor
more information about walking alongside our new

i members and welcoming them into our church family.
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Jesusod6 whole |ife was a
unconditional, extravagant, l#giving, unbounded »

love, and Jesus calls his followers to carry on that P

witness with the same spirit. Henri Nouwen wrote, f ¥

AwWe, as foll owers of Jesius,

be visible signs of Godo6s:|u

are not first of all judged by what we say but by what

we |live. When peopl e sayf off
one another,d they catchWs
God that Jesus announced and are drawn to it as by a
magnet. In a world so torn apart by rivalry, anger, and

hatred, we have the privileged vocation to be living

signs of a love that can bridge all divisions and heal all
wounds. o0 (Daily Meditation
August 9, 2010)

| am excited to introduce a theme for the next 12

months: TO LOVE LIKE JESUS

Our focus for the next 12 months will be to LOVE
LIKEJESES) by:

ADeepening our own transformative experience of
Godods wil d, extravagant , U
revealed to us in Jesus Ch
is a child of God and knows God for God is love . .
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. we are able to | ove @bhielc ¢
John 4.

AUnderstanding and embracing our call to love, to

be a living witness to Gooc
ALove one another as | hav
15§12

AEquipping, empowering and encouraging one

anot her with the skills itc

Love is kind. Love is not selfish. Love does not

insi st on its own-7way SONS
The hope is that when you ask the question one year
from now, AAm | a more | ovi
was 12 monitths ago?o0 Yy ol Esyvill|

passionate, enthusiastic, unequivocal YES!!!

Stay tuned for more details as we journey together
living out our mission TO LOVE LIKE JESUS!

As always, inhale the gift of each sunrise, look for the
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