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First Presbyterian Church

Pastor s Col umn

No one would have imagined three years ago when God placed a burden on
our hearts to share the unconditional love and compassion of Jesus with the
disconnected, especially young adults, t hat it would lead to the opening of a
restaurant. That movement of God’s Spirit is certainly a mystery and when
you open yourself to the movement of God’s Spirit you are certainly destined
for the journey of a lifetime.

About two years ago the Session commissioned a group of leaders from our
church to undertake a 16-step discernment process. The goal was to discern
how God was seeking to use us to reach those in our community, especially
young adults, who for a variety of reasons would NEVER darken the doors of
our church building. We recognize there is a growing segment of our
community who has no interest joining or becoming part of what they
perceive as a traditional church community. It does not work to open the
doors wider, play the music louder or for the pastor to be cool and hip
(although I keep trying). This discernment process confirmed a sense of call
and mission for our church to go where people are at, move alongside them,
built relationships, and be a positive incarnational presence of God’s
unconditional and life-giving love in the city.

This discernment process led to the formation of a New Church Development
initiated by our congregation and supported by the Presbytery of the
Cascades originally called The Trailhead and now called The Common Table.
The Rev. Zach Hancock was called as organizing pastor for this ministry.
Traditionally, new church developments start with a worshipping community
and eventually do mission together. The Common Table is trying something
very different. The Common Table is starting as a mission and will seek to
build community with those who gather around this exciting mission. What is
absolutely clear is that young people are not especially attracted to programs
and activities designed for them. Young people are excited to be part of
communities that are trying to impact the community and the world.

The discernment process that has continued all this time has led to First
Presbyterian, Nativity Lutheran and potentially other churches and
community groups partnering with the Common Table New Church
Development to create a restaurant called "Common Table.” It will be located
downtown (in the space previously occupied by Cork). It will provide

delicious breakfasts and lunches made from the best ingredients, most of
(Continued on page 2)
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Christmas in
July

The Deacons are now
collecting non-
perishable food
donations for their
Christmas in July food
drive. Donations can be
dropped off anytime in
the boxes in the
Commons. Let’s help
them match their
December collection of
1200 pounds of food!
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(Continued from page 1)

which will be produced locally. There will be community events in the
evening. What makes this restaurant special is this. If you can pay the full
price for your delicious meal, great! Your money will help support the
restaurant and any profits will go to feed the hungry locally and globally.
There will also be a voucher system to gift meals to those who perhaps
cannot pay or allow people to earn meals by volunteering.

What is envisioned is a living illustration where all are welcomed and fed
around God’s common table of grace. People will be gathered together
eating and talking and sharing stories. People with jobs and people without
jobs, friends and strangers all sitting around a common table. There will be
no distinction between guests paying with cash or vouchers. Connections will
be made that will bring community, work, laughter and healing. The
restaurant will be supported by volunteers from First Presbyterian, Nativity
and other community groups providing a tangible presence and expression
of welcome, acceptance and love.

In the early days of Christianity, there were no buildings where people
gathered to worship and the emphasis was not on beliefs and creeds. What
set the community of followers of Jesus apart was the love they showed
friend and stranger alike. In the 21 chapter of John, Jesus tells his followers
who were out fishing and frustrated by their results to try something new
and throw the nets on the other side. (John 21) This mission of partnering
with the Common Table is opening a creative, grace-filled restaurant called
The Common Table is certainly risky and something new. After three years
of prayerful discernment, prayer that is continuing, this is where God is
calling us.

How can you help? Saturate this mission endeavor in prayer. There will be
plentiful volunteer opportunities posted in our publications very soon. Get
involved! Eat at the restaurant when it opens (hopefully late August) and
encourage others to eat there. Ask questions. Contact Zach Hancock (970-
347-7457), Bob Pearson (541-408-1380), or myself.

Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” May we walk in the
footsteps of Jesus who welcomed all to his table and fed them with grace,
hope and love.
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Get ready to go camping! First Presbyterian
All Church Camp-Out will be August 27 - 29
at Newberry Group Camp. Registration starts
soon!
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Session Highlights

June 15 Session Highlights
At its June 15 meeting, Session:

- Talked about the sacrament of communion and Session’s role in regard to

communion.

- As a follow-up of the May retreat during which elders went through the

Darkness to Light training, Session began the creation of a task force to
take a good look at the church’s policies and come back to Session in three
months with specific recommendations.

- Discussed the strategic focus areas that were developed three years ago.

Dr. Koski told elders that he thinks the church needs to be open to where
the Spirit is leading us and to consider whether we are being as bold and
courageous as the Spirit of God would like us to be.

- Received a report on the progress of the Common Table. First Presbyterian,

Nativity Lutheran, and Trinity Episcopal are working together on this
endeavor. The thought is to create a memo of understanding between the
three churches. This venture has opened doors for how mainline churches
can work together.

- Heard a report from Rev. Bolt that there were 15 graduates this spring: 9

high school graduates, 3 college graduates, and 3 people receiving
graduate degrees..

- Elected new officers of the Corporation of First Presbyterian Church of

Bend, something that is necessary for the church’s nonprofit status as
recognized by the state of Oregon. The new officers are: Chuck Piersee,
president; Clay Higuchi, vice president; Patrice Pease, secretary/treasurer;
and Sharon Lichti as the legal representative.

- Learned that Rev. Dr. Brad Kent will be the interim coordinator of Mission

Ministry beginning in August and serving until the new associate pastor is
hired. Tom Hall will continue serving as the coordinator through the end of
July, and will aid in the transition.

A copy of the June 15 Session minutes and the April and May financial
statements are on file in the Session notebook in the Library. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact the clerk or one of the Ruling
Elders. The next Session meeting will be a held on Tuesday, July 20, at 6
p.m. in the church library.

Sharon Lichti, Clerk of Session (388-9982 or )
Ruling Elders:
Todd Ainsworth, 598-9210 LeBron Hardie, 550-7541
Betty Bullis, 389-8108 Clay Higuchi, 388-2746
Brian Cash, 549-1663 Sarah Holtzclaw, 318-7496
Tim Conlon, 388-0292 Scott Nelson, 306-6057
Ralph Delamarter, 388-2128 Chuck Piersee, 312-1628

Maggie Hanson, 678-5953 Sue Nell Phillips, 817-3131
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Support
Groups

Depression Recovery
Support Group

Meets in the Prayer
Room at 1:30-3:00 p.m.
on the following
Wednesdays: July 7 and
21, August 4 and 18.

Care Givers Support
Group

Meets at 2:00-3:30 p.m.

in the Prayer Room on
the following Mondays:
July 9, August 2 and 16.
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Volunteer to Work at the Fair ...

EARN MONEY FOR MISSIONS

First Presbyterian has volunteered to provide ticket sellers and ticket takers
at the Deschutes County Fair: Wednesday. July 28—Sunday, August 1. Four-
hour shifts with the promise to free access for yourself to the fair at another
time of the week. We will operate the Rodeo gate on the east side of the
grounds. Our reward will be a gift to Family Access Network, a mission of our
congregation. Sign up on the windows in the commons.

Peace and Justice Team

Do our calls and letters to congressmen and to the President
make a difference?

We do things without knowing what, if any, effect there is. But in the Engage
study book used for the Nonviolence class, there was a story about people
sending tiny rice bags to President Eisenhower. An interfaith peace
organization called Fellowship of Reconciliation had asked people to look
beyond politics and to feed the hungry. It was called the "Feed Thine
Enemy" program. Rice bags were sent to the White House with a message
concerning famine in Communist China:"If thine enemy hunger, feed him."

The action seemed to be inconsequential as there was no news of it, and
there was no alteration of policy toward China.

A crisis arose over several islands between China and its US-backed
Taiwanese enemies. Twice, generals recommended preemptive nuclear
strikes against China, and each time Eisenhower asked his aides how many
bags of rice had come in. "Thousands," he was told. In deference to the
opinion of so many Americans, Ike cited the little bags of rice as the reason
he ruled out nuclear weapons in this case. - Peace & Justice Team

- Every day, men, women and children in our community go to bed hungry.

- Our church takes your nonperishable food donations to local food banks for
distribution year-round.

- Thank you for continuing to keep our shopping cart in the Commons full!

- Checks are always welcome; make them out to St. Vincent De Paul Food
Bank.
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Common Table

Common Table is up and, well, almost running! We have a long list of needs for volunteers and
donations. Can you help us? Please contact Janet Whitney 385-0122 or until I
am back in town next week. Thanks - Zach

Volunteer Punch List and Needs for Common Table 150 NW Oregon

Pack up bar glassware - glassware needs to be wrapped in paper and put in boxes and moved into
temporary storage - first week of July. Polly Gervais.
Pack up wine for storage - packed and moved to temporary storage (heat sensitive), second week of
July.
Clean out bar cooler - first week of July.
Clean kitchen - beginning first week of July.
Painting the kitchen - last week of July.
Move furniture out - second week of July.
Seal bar area for construction - prior to demolition, this needs supervision by someone that knows
what it takes to protect the bar and seal it off.
Sell booths - Bob Pearson or someone willing to do Ebay (including photos).
Sell lighting - Bob Pearson or someone willing to do Ebay (including photos).
Remove hanging panels - before demolition, Ebay or Craigslist (including photos).
Remove benches - possibly sell with the booths.
Remove glass wall - donate blocks to Habitat Restore.
Demo ceiling in DR - pulling dry wall - contact Jane Bowerman 541-419-9692 or David Hall 541-420-
7355
Demo ceiling in Bar - contact Jane or David see above.
Take wine service unit to Portland for service
Find chilled storage for wine during renovations
Demo labor - general.
Electrical labor
- Plumbing labor for Sprinkler system install
Donations list
Persian rug - roughly 5x8
Paint
Books
Hardwood planks
Cleaning supplies
Flat screen TV, moxi, CVR
Mugs and quality earthen plates & flatware
Bar stools, unique
2 interesting screen doors
Peace Pole, planted on sidewalk in front of 150 NW Oregon Ave.
Food and drink for volunteers who are working
Volunteers to simply attend to the volunteers, connecting and bringing encouragement.
Volunteer to record names of volunteers on work days

Magazine and Newspaper Subscriptions to: Utne Reader, New York Times, Oregonian, New Yorker,
The Sun, Adbusters, Mother Jones, Rolling Stone. Others TBD.



mailto:jkwhitney1@yahoo.com

On July 25th Bob &
Julie Johnson will
celebrate their 58"
Wedding
Anniversary!

Congratulations,
Julie & Bob!

KITS FOR HOMELESS
STUDENTS

ODE TO “JOY" 5,
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Swedish Limpa Bread

1 pkg. yeast (one heaping tbhsp.)

21> C. water (115-150°)

34 C. dark molasses

1 Tbsp. sugar

2 tsp. salt

1 Tbsp. anise seeds

/5 C. shortening

2 C. rye flour

5-6 C. all purpose flour

Dissolve yeast in 2 cup warm water . . . Add a little sugar. Stir into bowl
remaining water, sugar, molasses, salt, anise seeds, shortening and rye
flour. Beat until smooth. Mix in enough flour to make dough easy to handle.

Knead for 10 minutes (you can use a mixer). Place in greased bowl, cover
and let rise in @ warm place until doubled. Punch down, shape. Cover and let
rise a second time.

Divide into three equal parts, shape round, and bake in a round cake pans.
Watch the bottom so that it doesn’t burn. Bake at 350° for 40 minutes.

Kits for Kids

This project is under way! Every Thursday throughout the summer, Harriet
Langmas opens her home at 11:00 a.m. to anyone interested in sewing
bags. She has five sewing machines and will serve lunch. Contact Harriet @
541-382-3826. We have a resource to obtain any material we need. Our
church goal is 450 bags. Below is a list of the items needed. If you have
questions, call Shauna Weltmann @ 541-350-6878 or email her at

Items for hygiene kits:

Laundry soap, 1 container (liquid) Bar soap, 2 bars

Paper towels, 1 wrapped roll Shampoo, 1 bottle
Toothbrushes, 4 Toothpaste, 2 tubes
Deodorant, 2 sticks Dish soap, 1 bottle (liquid)

Toilet paper, 1 package (4 rolls wrapped)
*Dollar store is a great place to purchase these items!

- Every day, men, women and children in our community go to bed hungry.

- Our church takes your nonperishable food donations to local food banks for
distribution year-round.

- Thank you for continuing to keep our shopping cart in the Commons full!

- Checks are always welcome; make them out to St. Vincent De Paul Food
Bank.


mailto:slw28@bendbroadband.com
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Children’s Ministry

To volunteer, register or get more information, contact Janet Pearson, Director of
Children and Family Ministry (541-382-4401 or jpearson@bendcable.com).

GODLY PLAY Workshop/Retreat

Godly Play training is coming to First Presbyterian. We are co-hosting the workshop/retreat with Trinity
Episcopal Church. Godly Play is a core component of our Sunday morning Christian Education. This
opportunity to experience excellent training is essential to our ministry with children.

Caryl Menkhus, an International Godly Play trainer, will be with us starting Friday, August 13, noon to
8:00 p.m., and continuing Saturday and Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Caryl’s workshops are
wonderful spiritually uplifting events. Now is the time to prayerfully consider if God is calling you to this
ministry with children. I wonder, if you are curious? Please don't hesitate to call with questions.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

PRE -REGISTRATION DEADLINE JULY 15!

High Seas Expedition

Exploring the Mighty Love of God

New Friends - Clipper Ship Crafts — Goodies from the Galley
Bible Voyage Explorations

Ship Rec Games - Incredible Music

Location: First Presbyterian Church
Monday, July 27, to Thursday, July 30
9:00 a.m. to NOON

- Ship Crews: Kids entering First grade through Fifth grade

- Skipper’s Preschool Play Deck: Four-year-olds (by September 1) through entering Kindergarten
- High Seas Helpers: Youth entering 6th grade through adults

- Nursery care available for helper families

Registration Fee: $10 per child/$30 per family by July 15; $15 per child after July 15.
Scholarships are available by contacting Janet Pearson, VBS Registrar

We want everyone to be a part of Vacation Bible School! We are looking for:

e Volunteers for the four mornings of High Seas Expedition.

Help to set up and take down the decorations.

Donations of $10 to sponsor a child’s VBS experience.

Loaned or purchased items for VBS. Look for the High Seas display in the commons.
Prayer for everyone involved with our Vacation Bible School

For more information contact Deb Klotz, Crocodile Dock Director, 541/385-3109 or

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL

Walter Cantor, Common Table seminary intern, has done a terrific job leading First service Summer
Sunday School. July 11 is Walter’s last Sunday with us. Please take the time to tell him thank you.
Walter’s departure opens up volunteer positions available during July and August during first service.
Volunteers lead Kindergarten through Fifth grade students through an engaging Bible study. The
materials are very user friendly. Do you have a Sunday or two available this summer? Check with Janet
Pearson, Director of Children’s Ministry, to see if your gifts and schedule meet the needs of the children.


mailto:dklotz@bendtel.net
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Study and Fellowship

CPR CIRCLE will meet
on Tuesday, July 27, at
6 p.m. at the home of
Charleen McKee (382-
0483 - 1057 NE Paula
Drive) for a salad
dinner followed by an
evening of fellowship
and prayer. Co-
hostesses are Betty
Bullis and Carol
Debrick. This is an
open circle; all women
of the church are
invited. Please bring a
salad topping to share.
Please RSVP to
Charleen at charmc@
bendbroadband.com if
you plan to attend.

are welcome. Call 312-
1628 for directions.

THURSDAY
CENTERING PRAYER
GROUP meets on
Thursdays, 12:00-1:00
p.m., in the Prayer
Room. For more
information, please call
Elizabeth (541-382-
4401).

LISTENING HEARTS
is a contemplative
prayer group practicing
centering prayer
together and reflecting
on the spiritual journey.
We meet Tuesday
evenings, 7:00 - 8:15

MEN’ S BOOK ST IP.m., inthe Prayer

GROUP meets in the
Library every Monday
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.
We're studying Free
Thinkers: A History of
American Secularism by
Susan Jacoby. Come
join us.

Room. (We don’t meet
the 2nd Tuesday of
each month.) For more
information, please call
Lorraine (318-0384).

EARLY BIRD BIBLE
STUDY - is taking a
summer break and will

MEN’ S DI SCOV E |resume in September.

BIBLE STUDY meets
Tuesday mornings,
9:45-11:00 a.m., at the
home of Chuck Piersee
in the Touchmark
Community. It's an
open discussion based
on ideas and texts from
the Bible. As the name
suggests, we try to
discover what the Bible
is saying to us. This
year we are studying
the Gospel of John. All

TILTERS is a group of
women who discuss
books related to faith.
We invite all women to
join us for Coming Back
to Earth: From gods, to
God, to Gaia by Lloyd
Geering. We meet
Thursday mornings,
8:00-9:15 a.m., in the
library. Welcome! Call
Cheryl Shay at 526-
0964 with questions.
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
is enjoying a summer
break. We usually
meet on the first and
third Tuesday of the
month from 9:30 to 11
a.m. in the Youth
Center. We invite you
to join us for Bible
study on September 21
as we continue to grow
as friends in Christ.

TRAVELER'S BI BLE

STUDY has stopped
meeting for the
summer but will
resume again in
September on the 2nd
and 4th Thursdays, at
1:30 p.m. in the Youth
Center. Contact Carol
Piersee for further
information 541-312-
1628.

GATHERED
TOGETHER All are
invited to gather
together for prayer,
silent and spoken, for
our church, community,
and God's world. We
meet the 15t and 3™
Tuesday mornings,
11:15-12:00 noon in
the Prayer Room.


http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lloyd-Geering/e/B002P8UHTY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lloyd-Geering/e/B002P8UHTY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1

First Presbyterian Church

230 NE Ninth Street
Bend, Oregon 97701

Community Bulletin Board

Faith Notes will include a community bulletin board section for the listing of events not related to
church activities. The bulletin board will contain a disclaimer that these activities do not necessarily
represent the theology of the church and that they are not necessarily endorsed by the church. The
listings will be brief and will be informational only; they will not contain position statements of the
party submitting them.

WANTED animal lover to volunteer with a struggling 5th grade girl (one of our “Friends of
Jesus”) who loves animals and wants to volunteer at the Humane Society but needs an
adult to do this with her. Contact Thiel Larson (541-388-4895 or
tlarson@bendbroadband.com)

Catering and cooking classes (Mexican Specialties!), home maintenance and cleaning
inside and out, including professional painting. Call Veronica Castro and Alberto Dorantes
at 541-408-4879. References: Sue Nell Phillips (1-541-817-3131) or Mary Anna Swinnerton
(541-383-3588).

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE Jerry Schultz owns a small business that provides “Computer
Solutions,” experienced help in network assistance, hard drive crash repair, virus and
spyware problems and more. Phone 541-390-3045 or jerrys@bendbroadband.com.



