
Faith Notes 

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is now the greatest environmental disaster 

in American history and there doesn’t seem to be an end to the devastation 

in sight. Oil is washing up on the Gulf Coast of Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Alabama and Florida, polluting vital wetlands and beaches; killing birds, fish, 

shrimp, oysters, crab and many others of God’s creatures of the sea. This 

environmental disaster is destroying the livelihoods of communities 

throughout the region. It is impossible to estimate the impact this disaster 

will have on the fragile ocean ecosystem in years to come. 

We are all feeling anger, profound sadness and despair, dismay, impatience, 

righteous indignation, hopelessness. This disaster is so great it also fosters a 

sense of helplessness. How can we respond? How should we respond? How 

can we respond spiritually and faithfully? 

It is hard to know what to do. Spiritual practices that focus on prayer and 

compassion are at least a way to start and a way to help us respond from 

our hearts. It is important to open our hearts and allow ourselves to feel the 

pain of this disaster. The original people of the North American Continent 

understand that we are all connected, and that harm to one part of the 

sacred circle of life hurts the whole. 

Our faith charges human beings with care for the whole of creation, because 

it is God’s good gift to humanity. We have the sacred calling of caring for the 

whole of creation and not just the square feet of soil we are presumptuous 

enough to call ―our own.‖ This disaster forces us to recognize how our 

nation’s addiction to oil, uninhibited consumerism and good old-fashioned 

greed impacts the whole of creation. 

Frederic and Mary Ann Brussat wrote an ―I am‖ prayer that invites us to 

contemplate the spiritual truth that we are the polluted waters of the Gulf 

and we are the polluters. We are all connected. We will all suffer the 

consequences of this tragic disaster in the Gulf. A spiritual practice is to feel 

the pain of this disaster. There is no doubt God’s heart is breaking as God’s 

earth continues to bleed and God’s creatures suffer. It is important that we 

feel this pain and allow our hearts to break. Let your deep empathy arise 

until you are determined to become part of the solution. 
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We Are One (by Frederic and Mary Ann Brussat) 

I am the ocean, mighty, wild and free and I am being poisoned with oil. 

From a hole humans drilled into the earth’s skin beneath me 

Flows a stream I cannot stop, threatening all I shelter. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a worker who died when the BP oil rig exploded. 

I was trying to support my family and supply  

a needed resource to my country. 

Now I will never see my family and friends again. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a worker injured in the Deep Horizon explosion 

And I worry about the safety of the oil industry. 

I want to know why the regulations and procedures  

that were supposed to protect us failed. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am part of the crew closing up this environmental mess. 

I am exhausted and frustrated that the leak is not stopped. 

I feel sick from the fumes of the oil and the chemicals used to disperse it. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a charter boat captain on the Gulf Coast. 

I love to take people out to admire the ocean’s beauties. 

Nowadays nobody wants to go out for fear of the oil,  

and I may lose my boat because I can’t pay my bills. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a fisherman and I worry about my livelihood. 

Vast areas of the ocean have been closed to fishing, and 

Now oil is creeping into the estuaries and marshlands  

that serve as fish and shrimp nurseries. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a wildlife rescue person and I want to save t 

he lives of as many innocent creatures as I can. 

I am heartbroken at what I am seeing in the Gulf and  

hope the affected populations can recover. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 
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I am a dolphin used to swimming freely  

around the ocean oil rigs, but now when I dive 

And surface I must go through layers of oil. 

My pod and I cannot get away from it. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a brown pelican in the Breton National Wildlife Refuge 

That is no longer a safe place for me to nest and raise my family. 

My feathers are completely covered with oil, 

And I cannot clean myself. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a sea turtle and the ocean I swim in and 

The beaches I frequent are saturated with oil. 

I wonder how my kind can survive this calamity. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One.  

So be it. 

 

I am a user of oil and petroleum products. 

I know I should reduce my consumption 

And live more lightly upon the Earth 

But I resist owning up to my responsibility for the oil spill. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One. 

So be it. 

 

I am an inhabitant of the Earth. 

I want things to change and I know change begins with me. 

This deep-sea oil spill is for me both a painful tragedy 

And a teachable moment. 

Breath to breath, body to body, we are One. 

So be it. 

 

The spiritual truth is we are all connected and we all suffer the consequences of this tragic disaster in the 

Gulf. We are called to act and respond in faith and love; love for the earth and love for all God’s 

creatures. May our action flow from our prayer and contemplation allowing our hearts to break knowing 

and trusting it is God’s heart that is breaking feeling the open wounds of God’s very own creation. Anger 

may be an initial response, but in the long run, it’s love that makes the difference. We are called to feel 

the pain of love—saving love—love for God’s creatures . . . Love for our neighbors on the Gulf Coast . . . 

Love for the whole web of life. We can not heal and care for the earth if we do not love the earth. 

 

May we pray for healing. 

May we pray for a miracle. 

May we accept our vocation of loving and caring for God’s holy earth. 
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At its April 20 meeting, Session: 

Received a report from Boyd Levet, church administrator, on the financial status of the church at the 

end of the first quarter, which showed a positive cash flow of $15,421.  Income was at 24 percent of 

budget, and expenses were at 22 percent of budget as of March 31, 2010. 

Discussed the upcoming hosting of the meeting of the Presbytery of the Cascades at FPC Bend on 

June 25-26.  Dr. Koski is encouraging all members of the congregation to participate in some 

volunteer capacity during the meeting. 

Listened to a presentation by the Spiritual Formation Team on their review of the Lenten Journey 

groups and their study of the book A Hole in our Gospel. 

Received a report from Zach Hancock on progress of the new church development, which was 

previously named The Trailhead but now called Common Table to be more reflective of the purpose 

of the mission to serve the disconnected.  There is now a focus on developing a garden to produce 

healthy, organic foods which ultimately can served via Common Table.  Nativity Lutheran Church is 

working with FPC Bend on the project.  Session approved an information night to be held at FPC 

Bend on Thursday, May 20, for the purpose fundraising. 

Accepted 41 new members into the membership of FPC Bend.  Their pictures are displayed in the 

Commons. 

Heard a report from Rev. Greg Bolt, associate pastor for Youth and Family Ministry, on the various 

youth activities.  Five students were confirmed on Confirmation Sunday, April 11. 

Set the date for the next new member class to be Sunday, September 19. 

Received a thank you letter from the Kids Center for the stuffed lions made in the 5:01 worship 

service. 

Heard a report from Elder LeBron Hardie on the value of the ―Darkness to Light‖ training provided by 

the Kids Center. 

Heard a report from Elder Todd Ainsworth that the Mission Ministry Team is going through a 

discernment process and is looking for a BHAG (big hairy audacious goal) that the whole 

congregation can get behind.  This will be discussed at the June Session meeting. 

The Session held a retreat on Saturday, May 22, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church at which they went 

through the ―Darkness to Light‖ training led by Cheryl Shay and had a tour and discussion of the 

Children’s Ministry facilities.   

The newly elected Session members will begin their terms on June 1.  They are Ralph Delemarter, 

Maggie Hanson, and Scott Nelson.  Those elders going off of Session are Teddie Allison, Ron Carver, and 

Scott Hill.  Sue Nell Phillips will be serving another term. 

A copy of the April 20 Session minutes and the March and April financial statements are on file in the 

Session notebook in the Library.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the clerk or one 

of the Ruling Elders.  The next Session meeting will be a held on Tuesday, June 15, at 6 p.m. in the 

church library. 

Sharon Lichti, Clerk of Session  (388-9982 or slichti@bendcable.com) 

Ruling Elders: 

Todd Ainsworth, 598-9210 LeBron Hardie, 550-7541 Teddie Allison, 317-8978 

Clay Higuchi, 388-2746 Betty Bullis, 389-8108 Scott Hill, 383-3964  

Ron Carver, 389-4226 Sarah Holtzclaw, 318-7496 Brian Cash, 549-1663  

Chuck Piersee, 312-1628 Tim Conlon, 388-0292 Sue Nell Phillips, 817-3131  

Session Highlights 

mailto:slichti@bendcable.com


Thank You Child Sponsors 
A heartfelt "thank you" to new Child Sponsors for giving the gift of hope to 41 

children who will now have access to clean water, improved nutrition and 

health care and educational opportunities.  This brings the FPC total to 55 

sponsored children. Children are still available.  Contact Maggie Hanson at 541 

678-5953 or mahanson@bendbroadband.com.  
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We did it! The Healing Strides Team comprised of Steven Koski, Charlotte 

Brady, Chad and Darcy Davis finished the San Diego Marathon (26.2 miles) on 

June 6! We were carried to the finish line by your prayers, encouragement, 

support and overwhelming generosity. The Healing Strides Team running in 

honor of Holly Davis and many others impacted by Leukemia raised over 

$13,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (LLS) in the race to cure 

blood cancers. 

There were over 4,000 LLS Team in Training Participants in the San Diego 

Marathon who raised $12 million dollars in just this one race. A sign held by a 

woman along the race route said it all, ―Thank you. I am a survivor because of 

you. You are making a difference.‖ You are part of that difference. 

Come to worship this Sunday, June 13, and hear more stories from Pastor 

Steven and the Healing Strides Team about this amazing experience. 

Healing Strides Update 

Health Care Ministry 

 Lori Brizee  

 Polly Gervais 

Visitation to the Homebound 

 Kathy Higuchi 

Prayer/Card Ministry 

 Ali Kent 

Food Ministry 

 Herb Miller 

College Ministry 

 Sandi Carmiencke 

Hospitality Ministry 

 Janice Dorsett 

Medical Equipment Ministry 

 Dennis Dorsett 

Bereavement Ministry 

 Machele Gave and  

 Brenny Brenneman 

Deacon Ministry Assignments for 2010 

Spiritual Friends Ministry 

 Jim Mullins 

 Joyce Purcell 

Deacons Treasurer and Kits for Kids 

 Shauna Weltmann 

Senior Care Ministry 

 Ann Frazier 

Communion to the Homebound and 

Ministry to the Homeless 

 Rhonda Chesney 

mailto:mahanson@bendbroadband.com
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    Thank you to my church family for your kind and thoughtful  

    support following surgery. For prayers, calls & many cards, all  

    have meant so much. I am truly grateful and blessed.  

    Many Blessings, Beverly Dennison  

Human Trafficking Awareness & 
Education supported by Peace & 
Justice Team 

addition, an estimated 

17,500 men, women and 

children are trafficked 

into the U.S. for 

purposes of sexual and 

labor exploitation 

throughout the states, 

including Oregon.  Over 

200,000 children are at 

high risk for sex 

trafficking and sexual 

exploitation inside the 

U.S. each year.  Ninety 

percent are American 

citizens.  Oregon is a 

West Coast magnet for 

modern-day slavery, and 

Central Oregon is not 

exempt.   

Attend a free meeting 

at the Deschutes 

County Library on 

Tuesday, June 15, at 

6:00 p.m. to meet Nita 

Human trafficking is a 

modern-day form of 

slavery.  Its victims are 

subjected to force, 

fraud or coercion for 

the purpose of sexual 

exploitation or forced 

labor.  Victims are 

young children, 

teenagers, men and 

women.  Next to drug 

dealing, trafficking of 

humans has become 

the second largest 

criminal industry in the 

world and the fastest 

growing crime on the 

planet. 

According to the U.S. 

Dept. of State, 600,000 

to 800,000 victims are 

trafficked annually 

across international 

borders worldwide. In 

Belles, director of 

Central Oregon's 

Oregonians Against 

Human Trafficking 

(OATH), and to learn 

more human 

trafficking;  how to 

recognize it and how to 

respond.  

The Peace and Justice 

Team of FPC urges all 

of us to become 

educated about human 

trafficking.  (Above 

information taken from 

the U.S. Dept. of State, 

U.S Dept. of Health & 

Human Services, and 

Oregonians Against the 

Trafficking of Humans 

OATH). 

Every day men, women and children in our community go to bed hungry. 

Our church takes your nonperishable food donations to local food banks 

for distribution year-round. 

Thank you for continuing to keep our shopping cart in the Commons full! 

Checks are always welcome; make them out to St. Vincent De Paul Food 

Bank. 



Depression Recovery Support Group 

Meets in the Prayer Room at 1:30-3:00 p.m. on the following Wednesdays –  

June 9 and 23, July 7 and 21, August 4 and 18. 

 

Care Givers Support Group  

Meets at  2:00-3:30 p.m. in the Prayer Room on the following Mondays—

June 21, July 5 and 19, August 2 and 16. 

Support Groups 

Page 7 Fa ith Notes 

Kits for Kids 

This project is under way!  Every Thursday throughout the spring and into 

summer, Harriet Langmas will open her home at 11 a.m. to anyone 

interested in sewing bags. She has five sewing machines and will serve 

lunch.  Contact Harriet @ 541-382-3826.  We have a resource to obtain any 

material we need.  Our church goal is 450 bags.  Below is a list of the items 

needed. If you have questions, call Shauna Weltmann @ 541-350-6878 or 

email her at slw28@bendbroadband.com. 

Items for hygiene kits: 

Laundry soap, 1 container (liquid)  Bar soap, 2 bars 

Paper towels, 1 wrapped roll  Shampoo, 1 bottle 

Toothbrushes, 4  Toothpaste, 2 tubes 

Deodorant, 2 sticks  Dish soap, 1 bottle (liquid) 

Toilet paper, 1 package (4 rolls wrapped) 

*Dollar store is a great place to purchase these items!  

Welcome Center Hosts Needed 
Welcome Center hosts are needed for the 10:45 a.m. worship hour. Anyone 

interested can contact Sandra Croney (541-330-5683) or Bill Murphy (541-

330-2391). This is a great way to meet new people and even catch up with 

those you may have not seen for awhile. Training available.  

Transportation Help Needed 

If you can provide transportation just one Sunday a month to someone who 

would like a ride to church, please contact Elizabeth Stephan at 382-4401 

One woman likes to come to the 1st service and one woman likes to attend 

the 2nd service.  We will provide a backup driver for you if you are out of 

town or unable to drive on a Sunday for some reason. 

mailto:slw28@bendbroadband.com
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Children’s Ministry  

To volunteer, register or get more information, contact Janet Pearson, Director of 

Children and Family Ministry (541-382-4401 or jpearson@bendcable.com). 

Vacation Bible School 2010 
All Hands on Deck for High Seas Expedition 

Where Kids explore the mighty Love of God 

New Friends – Amazing Crafts – Lip Smacking Snacks 

Swashbuckling Adventures – Wild Games – Incredible Music 

Where:    First Presbyterian Church of Bend 

When:      Monday, July 26, to Thursday, July 29 

Start time: 9:00 a.m. 

End time:  12 noon 

Who:         Ship’s crew:  kids entering 1st grade through 5th grade 

 Skipper’s preschool Play Deck:  4 year olds (by Sept 1) 

through entering Kindergarten 

 High Seas Helpers:  Youth entering 6th grade through High 

School 

 Adult volunteers:  18 years and older  

 Nursery care available for helper families. 

Registration fee:  $10 per child/$30 per family by July 14.  $15 per child 

after July 14. Scholarships are available by contacting Janet Pearson, VBS 

Registrar 

We want everyone to be a part of Vacation Bible School!  We are looking for: 

 Volunteers for the four mornings of High Seas Expedition 

 Help to set up and take down decorations 

 Donations to sponsor a child’s VBS experience 

 Loaned or purchased items for VBS; look for a High Seas donation board 

in the Commons 

 Prayer for everyone involved with our Vacation Bible School 

For more information contact Deb Klotz, High Seas director, 541-385-3109 

or dklotz@bendtel.net 



Study and Fellowship 
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CIRCLE 2 & 3 will 

meet on Tuesday, June 

8, at 11:30 a.m. in 

Heritage Hall for our 

spring luncheon. Bring 

your own place setting 

and a dish to share. 

Visitors are welcome. 

For more information, 

call Ginny Boone (389-

3128) or Betty Armer 

(388-2347). 

CPR CIRCLE will meet 

on Tuesday, June 22, at 

6 p.m. at the home of 

Clara Smith (312-5333 

– 186 NW Phil’s Loop) 

for a salad dinner 

followed by an evening 

of fellowship and 

prayer. Co-hostess is 

Polly Gervais.  This is 

an open circle; all 

women of the church 

are invited.  Please 

bring a salad topping to 

share.  Please RSVP to 

Clara at clara@bend 

broadband.com if you 

plan to attend. 

MEN’S BOOK STUDY 

GROUP meets in the 

Library every Monday 

from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

We’re studying Free 

Thinkers: A History of 

American Secularism by 

Susan Jacoby. Come 

join us. 

MEN’S DISCOVERY 

BIBLE STUDY meets 

Tuesday mornings, 

9:45-11:00 a.m., at the 

home of Chuck Piersee 

in the Touchmark 

Community. It’s an 

open discussion based 

on ideas and texts from 

the Bible. As the name 

suggests, we try to 

discover what the Bible 

is saying to us. This 

year we are studying 

the Gospel of John. All 

are welcome. Call 312-

1628 for directions. 

THURSDAY 

CENTERING PRAYER 

GROUP meets on 

Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 

p.m., in the Prayer 

Room. For more 

information, please call 

Elizabeth (541-382-

4401). 

LISTENING HEARTS 

is a contemplative 

prayer group practicing 

centering prayer 

together and reflecting 

on the spiritual journey. 

We meet Tuesday 

evenings, 7:00 - 8:15 

p.m., in the Prayer 

Room. (We don’t meet 

the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month.) For more 

information, please call 

Lorraine (318-0384). 

EARLY BIRD BIBLE 

STUDY - is taking a 

summer break and will 

resume in September. 

TILTERS is a group of 

women who discuss 

books related to faith. 

We invite all women to 

join us for Coming Back 

to Earth: From gods, to 

God, to Gaia by Lloyd 

Geering. We meet 

Thursday mornings, 

8:00-9:15 a.m., in the 

library. Welcome! Call 

Cheryl Shay at 526-

0964 with questions.  

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

is enjoying a summer 

break.  We usually 

meet on the first and 

third Tuesday of the 

month from 9:30 to 11 

a.m. in the Youth 

Center.  We invite you 

to join us for Bible 

study on September 21 

as we continue to grow 

as friends in Christ.  

TRAVELER’S BIBLE 

STUDY has stopped 

meeting for the 

summer but will 

resume again in 

September on the 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays, at 

1:30 p.m. in the Youth 

Center.  Contact Carol 

Piersee for further 

information 541-312-

1628.  

GATHERED 

TOGETHER All are 

invited to gather 

together for prayer, 

silent and spoken, for 

our church, community, 

and God's world. We 

meet the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday mornings, 

11:15-12:00 noon in 

the Prayer Room. 

http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Back-Earth-gods-Gaia/dp/1598150162/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lloyd-Geering/e/B002P8UHTY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lloyd-Geering/e/B002P8UHTY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1269558498&sr=8-1


230 NE Ninth Street 

Bend, Oregon 97701 

WANTED animal lover to volunteer with a struggling 5th grade girl (one of our ―Friends of 
Jesus‖) who loves animals and wants to volunteer at the Humane Society but needs an 
adult to do this with her. Contact Thiel Larson (541-388-4895 or 
tlarson@bendbroadband.com) 

Catering and cooking classes (Mexican Specialties!), home maintenance and cleaning 
inside and out, including professional painting. Call Veronica Castro and Alberto Dorantes 

at 541-408-4879. References: Sue Nell Phillips (1-541-817-3131) or Mary Anna Swinnerton 
(541-383-3588). 

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE Jerry Schultz owns a small business that provides ―Computer 
Solutions,‖ experienced help in network assistance, hard drive crash repair, virus and 
spyware problems and more. Phone 541-390-3045 or jerrys@bendbroadband.com. 

DEEP TISSUE-SWEDISH-MYOFASCIAL-ONSITE Susie Burns, Licensed Massage 
Therapist, 15 SW Colorado Ave, Suite 125. Gift certificates available. Introductory offer:  
Book two appointments, get second massage free. 541-550-6680 or 
SusieBurnsLMT@gmail.com.  OBMT Licensed. 
 

Community Bulletin Board 

First Presbyterian Church 

Faith Notes will include a community bulletin board section for the listing of events not related to 

church activities. The bulletin board will contain a disclaimer that these activities do not necessarily 

represent the theology of the church and that they are not necessarily endorsed by the church. The 

listings will be brief and will be informational only; they will not contain position statements of the 

party submitting them. 


